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IMAGINE

Imagıne holdıng the hand of eight-year-old child, walkıng
gether through magıc curtaın and entering time machine LOOIIL

(Once insıde, yYOUuU ATC greeted by Moses Ben Maımon an Don Isaac
Abravanel. Moses Ben Maımon known Maiımonides, lıved 11 25
1204, W as phılosopher and scholar and the tirst PCISON wrıte
code of Jewish Law. He also W as the physıcıan the Sultan of
Egypt Don Isaac Abravanel lıved 7-15 W as the highest rank-
ıng Jew tor Kıng Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. He LOO W as

scholar and commentarıes the Bible They introduce
themselves YOU and deseribe the Journey yOU ATC about begın.
There are 9 turbans, SCaAarVCS, jewels, belts an choes
adorn yOU VOUTF Journey »back ın time.« You an yOUr child tol-
low the instructions and 1in the blink of CYC, yOUu Pass through
another magıc curtaın and find yourself standıng 1n Sephardıic
Ome 1n Spaın ın the early 1400°
Betore VOU know it. yOoUu ave visıted the surroundıng neıghbor-
hood, 5>YNagOSuUC and outdoor marketplace. The smells oft the fruits,
vegetables and tlowers, the people you ve MT along the WaY, the

and sounds of yYOUIL Sephardic Journey, ATIC reintorced by
yOUr CXr experıence, and the NECXT, and the ext3.4  Esther Netter  IMAGINE ...  Imagine holding the hand of an eight-year-old child, walking to-  gether through a magic curtain and entering a time machine room.  Once inside, you are greeted by Moses Ben Maimon and Don Isaac  Abravanel. Moses Ben Maimon known as Maimonides, lived 1135-  1204, was a philosopher and scholar and the first person to write a  code of Jewish Law. He also was the physician to the Sultan of  Egypt. Don Isaac Abravanel lived 1437-1508, was the highest rank-  ing Jew for King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. He too was a  scholar and wrote commentaries on the Bible. They introduce  themselves to you and describe the journey you are about to begin.  There are costumes, turbans, scarves, jewels, belts and shoes to  adorn you on your journey »back in time.« You and your child fol-  low the instructions and in the blink of an eye, you pass through  another magic curtain and find yourself standing in a Sephardic  home in Spain in the early 1400’s.  Before you know it, you have visited the surrounding neighbor-  hood, synagogue and outdoor marketplace. The smells of the fruits,  vegetables and flowers, the people you’ve met along the way, the  songs and sounds of your Sephardic journey, are reinforced by  your next.experience, and the next, and the.next ...  No sooner have you and your child left Spain, than you are standing  in the sandals of Judah Maccabee when he led the revolt against the  Syrians. Then you are driving an ambulance to rescue and help peo-  ple in need. You bring medical supplies and others to help commu-  nity ın crisis. You.learn what it means to be responsible for others.  Then your child is transformed into an officer, who fought to liber-  ate Jerusalem in the Six Day War in Israel. Just moments later, you  board an El Al plane back in time through 3,000 years of Jerusalem,  with your child as the captain. You fasten your seatbelt and the flight  begins. In the museum, your travels knows no bounds. You blast off  into outer space and discover new planets and create intergalactic  communities based on Jewish values. You land back on earth at Ellis  Island, New York in the early 1900’s and learn about immigrants and  different families and their journeys. You discover that your family’s  story is similar to theirs. It has been a busy afternoon, and now it’sNo SOONer ave yOU and yOUr child eft Spaın, than yOoUu AIC standıng
1n the sandals of Judah Maccabee when he led the revolt agaınst the
Syrians. hen yOUu AIC drıving ambulance TESCUC an help PCO-
ple 1n eed You bring medical supplıes and others help Uu-

nıty iın CYISIS. You learn what ıt be responsible for others.
hen yOUr child 15 transtormed into officer, wh tought lıber-
ATe Jerusalem 1n the Ö1x Day War iın Israel. Just OMents later, yYyOUu
board plane back 1n tiıme through 3,000 of Jerusalem,
wıth yOUr child the captaın. You tasten YOUTr seatbelt and the flight
begins. In the INUSCUM, yOUr travels knows bounds. You blast off
into and discover L1Cc planets and Crea42ftfe intergalactıc
communiıties based Jewish values. You and back earth AT Ellıs
Island, New ork in the early 1900’s an learn about ımmıgrants and
different tamılies an! their Journeys. You discover that VYOUTr famıly’s
StOrYy 15 sımılar theırs. It has een busy afternoon, and NO ıt's  >
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time tor yOUu and yOUr child reiurn ome and end that day’s SPC-c1a] Journey at My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum.
My Jewiısh Discovery Place Children’s Museum of Jewish Commu-
nıty Centers of reater Los Angeles 15 I1N1USCUMmm)mM tor children Aul

old and theır famılies an schoaols. It maıntaıns phılosophy fo-
cused teaching through discovering. The Discovery Museum Al
lows children learn 1ın unıque atmosphere and setting where VIr-
tually a1] the exhıbıts ENCOUTASZEC the children lıterallytouch, explore and play. Throughout their playful discoveries, the
INUSCUMmmM teaches children an their famıilies about the world’s dıftfer-
entTt people and theır respective cultures, from the Past and the Present.Children and adults ATC introduced an taught about the richness of
theır heritage, about the depth of family tradıtions, and about the di-
versıty that eX1StS wiıthın OUT OW. communıty. The INUSCUMM teaches
that tradıtions AaAre NOTLT only for generations of the Past, but they add
specıal richness the present and the tuture. Most ımportantly, the
INUSEeUM teaches 1n non-threatening, nonjudgmental WAdY.Sınce openıng 1ın July, 1992 My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s
Museum has PIOVCN be hıghly effective too] tor Jewish educa-
tion wıthın the Jewiısh communıty and tor multi-cultural outreach

the greater communlıty. Its methodology, approach and philoso-phy AIC applicable other relig10us and cultural iıntormal educa-
tional settings. More than people ave engaged 1N MJDP
tıvıtıes, 470 cCommunıty instıtutions ave brought SrOUDPS the
INUSCUMMN, 260 households/families S members who contrıbute it
each YyCal, and docents ave een traıned help ouı1de visıtors
through the INUSEeCUMmM The Councıl tor Inıtiatıves in Jewish Educa-
t1on has eatured MIJDP in theır Lead Communitıies est Practices
Project 1n Early Childhood Education. In addition extensıive

iın the iınternatıonal Jewiısh anı general P  9 academic A1-
ticles about MIJDP ave een published in Coalıition tor the Ad-
ancemen of Jewiısh Education Newss, Jewiısh Education and the
Jewish Communıity Center and Harvard Educatiıon News.
The zoals of My Jewısh Discovery Place Children’s Museum of
Jewish Communıity Centers of reater Los Angeles ar‘  @

CIMDOW CI Parents an adults teach and learn wıth their
children;

expand the knowledge and strengthen the identity and COIMMMM-

munıty connection of tamıilies through partıcıpatıon 1n the INUSCUM);
reach the unconnected:
build bridges of understanding between multi-ethnic COM-

munıtıies.

The establishment of children’s I1L1LUSCUMmM teach valu-es‚ provıdecultural experiences and o1ve tools tamılies, provided NE



IMAGINEIMAGINE ...  189  n  B  A  f  E  M  g\  P  v  ä  Wishes at the Kotel (Klagemauer); Fotographie: Roni Sofer  venue for informal education in the Jewish and general Los Angeles  community. On a national and international level, the museum serves  as a model for replication, consultation and training and has adapted  its exhibits to travel. In just two years, traveling versions of MJDP  have visited over 40 communities nationally and will soon be in Lon-  don/England, Warsaw/Poland and Jerusalem/Israel.  The national traveling My Jewish Discovery Place is the result of  research, design and fabrication of rotating new interactive learning  exhibits which can be easily transported and assembled at sites with  varying space configurations. MJDP has created support compo-  nents for the traveling exhibits. The museum develops curricular  materials, additional programs and teacher guides to accompany  each exhibit. It creates kits containing age-appropriate projects and  materials to be used by families in their homes. It provides pre-in-  stallation consultations to communities which will use the traveling  My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum. It conducts train-  ing seminars for community-wide coalitions of professionals and  lay people about the museum and how to use it to build or enhance  ongoing family education programs in each host community. It util-  izes initial evaluations to make needed modifications in the training  program, exhibition modules and curriculum materials. It provides  new traveling Discovery Museums for communities large and small.  The creation of a museum-like space is a powerful way to reach and  teach families with young children and to offer a positive educational189
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tor iıntormal educatıon 1ın the Jewiısh and general Los Angeles
cCommunıity. On natıonal an international level, the IHNUSCUIN
ASs mode]l tor replicatiıon, consultatıon an traınıng and has adapted
Its exhibits travel. In Just z Q  ’ travelıng vers1o0ns of MJDP
ave visıted Ver communıtıes natıonally and 11 SOOMNM be 1ın Lon-
don/England, Warsaw/Poland and Jerusalem/Israel.
The natıonal travelıng My Jewish Discovery Place 15 the result of
research, design and tabrication of rotatıng 11CW interactıve learnıngexhiıbits whiıch Caln be easıly transported and assembled AL s1ıtes wıth
varyıng configurations. MJDP has created SuppOrt ı Antor the travelıng exhibits. The IL1LUSCUIIN develops currıicular
materı1als, addıtional and teacher ou1des ACCOMPDANYeach exhiıbit. It CTEC4218s 1ItSs contaınıng age-appropriate proJects and
materı1als be sed by famılıes iın theır homes. It provıdes pre-1in-stallation consultations communıtıes which ll us«e the traveling
My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum. It conducts traın-
ıng sem1ınars tor communıty-wıde coalıtıons of professionals an
lay people about the IL1LUSCUMN an how uUsSs«cC 1t buı1ild enhance
ongomg tamıly education 1n each OSt communıty. It til-
1Zzes ınıtıial evaluatiıons make needed modifications 1n the traınıng
program, exhıbition modules and currıculum materı1als. It provıdes
HCT traveling Discovery useums tor communıtıes large and small
The creatiıon of museum-like 15 powertul WaY reach and
teach tamılies wiıth children an offer posıtıve educational
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experience. Depending the INUSCUIN, that educational experience
Can be Jewish, Buddhıist, cultural, humanıstic Eic The ıdeas and

behind the development of MJDP ave wıde applica-bılıty varıety of communıty instıtutions. Museum learnıng 15

UN1IQGUC an powertul because ıt 15 safe/non-judgmental learnıng and
has multıiple levels related requıred knowledge. The
SCUM proviıdes A1ll5SWCIS, 15 self-facıilitating and 15 self-paced for
SCUINN VIisıtors INOVEC Aat their OW Pacc Exhıibits repeat and rein-
torce and LLCW vocabulary and then involve N6 learners in
the dynamıic PTFOCCSS of studyıng. The ILLUSCUM 15 structured SUuD-
port adults educators of theır children whıiıle reinforcing parentingskills Non-tormal educatıon and envıronmental educatıon iınforms
the museum’’s Exhıibits arec experiential, multi-sensory and
d eal different of learners. All exhibits AF presentedadult/child leve] and include: actıvıtlıes tor children, actıvıtlıes tor
adults, actıvıtlıes that requıre (encourage) adult tacıliıtatıon and aCt1V1-
t1es that do NOL requıre (discourage) adult tacılitation.
It communıty GCeNntier other instıtution has permanent
whiıich Can be allocated, the IL1LUSECUM Can be replicated 1n full 1n
part and relationship established chare exhibits and COODeECFraLethe creation of He experiences. 1t instıtution has that
C be allocated only LeMpOrary basıs (Le., ON month pPpCI
year), there 21 WaYy> design exhıbits that 111 transtorm that

temporarıly. Even ı$ communıty Oes NOT ave largedesignate, there A1.06 WaYys apply the useum’s approach to _thetranstormation of CreaiEe tamıly learnıng NVIrONMENTL
classroom, Center school] lobby, COrnNner ot SYHNasOsSuCchurch foyer. At time when the tamıly needs strengthening and
cCommunıtıes eed INOTEC opportunıtıes celebrate lıyving and learn-
ıng together, the INUSCUMmM1 model provıdes SUOINC anıswers
The INUSCUMmM1 15 NCW tor Jewiısh educatiıon and 1T has raısed 15-
SUCS from which other cultural, ethnıc and rel1ıg10us communiıties Call
learn and apply. Wıithin the Jewiısh communlıty, Jewish instıtutions
eed Creatfe and maıntaın several pomnts for Jewiısh learners
Aat all levels. We eed teach an buıld Jewiısh self-confi-
dence. We eed provıde opportunıities for incremental Jewish
learnıng and MAaSTErY. We eed ınvolve Parents and adults 1in all dS -

of education tor themselves an tor theır children. The
SCUM 15 NOT one-shot approach, 1t 15 cumulatıve learnıng. We eed

provıde for cumulatıve Jewish self-confidence building that 15 last-
ıng and Can be ıfe transforming. Expert models of those that ATC
INOTC Jewishly knowledgeable teach those that 1 beginning bydemonstration an sharıng. Providıng opportunities for OUr plural-1St1C communıty Join and blend allows tor learnıng ez;cbange_s that
enrich the communıty whole The application of these 1S5SS5SU 65



IMAGINEIMAGINE ...  1  touch many communities grappling with new models and modes of  transmission of culture and of connecting families to community and  community institutions. The issues facing the Jewish community are  not unique to that one community. Changing family structures, de-  creases ın church/synagogue affiliation and religious identity cross  community boundaries. Modern life makes it increasingly difficult to  pass on community and family traditions and beliefs. This museum  model has proven itself to be a successful new model of linking fami-  lies to communities and linking individuals to a religious, spiritual  and/or cultural identity and body of knowledge.  My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum of Jewish Commu-  nity Centers of Greater Los Angeles started with under 1,000 square  feet. There were 23 exhibits in the initial space, with a $50,000 annual  budget. A part-time museum director was the original staff in year  one. In year two, the Director became full time and additional mu-  seum programs were added. At the end of year three, My Jewish  Discovery Place Children’s Museum in Los Angeles has moved into  its new site of 4,500 square feet with expanded exhibits, staff and  museum hours. In its first year, the national traveling museum was in  34 communities and the demand for more museums is increasing.  This national network would function as a group of »franchise« mu-  seums, sharing, exchanging and maintaining high quality, innovative  educational exhibits. Many youth museums already provide indi-  vidually centered learning experiences that educators use to comple-  ment school lessons. At the same time, other museums seriously  dedicated to the mission of education are adding elements that are  uniquely and ideally suited for individualized learning. My Jewish  Discovery Place Children’s Museum does this for children and adults  focused on community themes and values. In this way MJDP is  opening windows and doors to many otherwise disenfranchised  Jewish learners. MJDP is an innovative work in progress: a drama  ready to unfold, a script that is being rewritten, and a whole new cast  of characters ready to step on stage.  My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum provides a connec-  tion between children, families, volunteers, the museum and com-  munity. The museum provides creative experiential Jewish learning  opportunities for children, adults and families to learn together side  by side. Most importantly, My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s  Museum can serve as a model for religious and cultural learning for  communities seeking innovative, multi-generational experiential  education that celebrates, engages and empowers.  Esther Netter ist Direktorin von My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum in  Los Angeles.191

touch Man y communıtıes grappling wıth NCW models an modes of
transmıssıon of culture aAM of connecting famılies communıty and
communıty instıtutions. The 1Ssues facıng the Jewish communıty aATrec
NOLT unıque that ONMNC communıty. Changing famıly S, de-
CI CASES in church/synagogue attıliation and religi0us iıdentity
communıty boundaries. Modern ıfe makes 1t increasıngly difficult
Dass communıty an tamily tradıtions an beliefs. hıs INUsSseuUuUum
model has PIOVECN ıtselt be successtul 1E model of lınking fami-lıes communıtıes and linking indıviduals religi0us, spirıtualand/or cultural iıdentity and body of knowledge.
My Jewiısh Discovery Place Children’s Museum of Jewish Commu-
nıty Centers of reater Los Angeles started wıth under 1,000 SQUar«Cfeet There WEeEeTITIC 23 exhibits 1n the iınıtıal9 wiıth 50,000 annual
budget. part-time INUSCUMmM director W 3as the orıgınal staft iın yCar
OI  € In YCar LW  9 the Director became full tiıme and addiıtional
SCUM WerTC added At the end of yYCal three, My Jewiısh
Discovery Place Children’s Museum 1ın LOSs Angeles has moved into
1ts HE sıte of 4,500 SQUare feet wıth expanded exhibits, staff and
INuUseuUum hours. In 1fs first YyCal, the natıonal traveling ILLUSCUIIN W as 1n
34 communıtıes and the demand tor INOTC USECUMNS 15 increasıng.hıs natıonal network would function 45 of ‚franchise«
9 sharıng, exchangıng an maıntaınıng hıgh qualıity, innovatıve
educational exhiıbits. Many youth USCUMS already provıde iındı-
vidually centered learnıng experiences that educators UuSe comple-
ment school] essons. At the S\diIlle tıme, other USECUMNS ser10uslydedicated the 1SS10N of educatıiıon AIC addıng elements that ar C

unıquely and ideally sunrted tor individualized learnıng. My Jewiısh
Discovery Place Children’s Museum oes thıs tor children and adults
ocused communıty themes an values. In thıs WaYy MIJDP 15
openıng wındows and doors Ial y otherwise disenfranchised
Jewısh learners. MIDP 1S innovatıve work 1ın drama
ready unfold, scr1ıpt that 15 being rewritten, and whole 1C CAast
of characters ready Step
My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s Museum provıdes COMNNEC-
tion between children, tamılies, volunteers, the INUSEUMmM and COIMN-

munıty. The INUSsSeUMmM provıdes creatıve experıential Jewish learnıng
opportunıitıies tor children, adults and famılies learn together sıde
by sıde Most ımportantly, My Jewish Discovery Place Children’s
Museum ( 7 SETVO model for relig10us and cultural learnıng tor
cCommuniıtiıes seekıng innOvatıve, multı-generational experıientialeducation that celebrates, CISASCS andC

Esther Netter 1st Dırektorin VO My Jewısh Discovery Place Children’s Museum 1n
Los Angeles
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Zusammen ASSUNZ
Se1it seiner Eröffnung 1m Julı 19972 erfreut sıch das »My Jewısh Discovery Place
Children’s Museum« der jüdiıschen Gemeinden 1m Grofßraum Los Angeles großer
Belhiebtheit. Es richtet sıch VOT allem dre1i- bıs elfjährige Kınder und möchte iıh-
NenNn und gemeiınsam mıt ıhnen Erwachsenen nach dem Prinzıp des entdeckenden
ernens die jüdiısche Tradıtion erschließen. Zugrunde lıegt dem ıne engagıert
konzipierte und detailliert ausgearbeitete Museumspädagogık, die als modellartıg
gelten kann.


