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During the thousands of hours erson spends In school,
only rarely 0es she galn Our that Dy itself creates real change.

The hour that aveywith VOU 158 such Frare hour.

An OUur when the CVES UuUre opened ICE, the heart to feel anı the mind
think An OUr In which CFSON undergoes change for the better,

hecause she hecomes MOFe sensitive and empatheticerson her
other. To UanYy other person. You UuÜre making this FrUuare AAanı VasT change IN
ONe short OUr hecause of your SfOries of your daughter, Bat Chen, the
MOVINZ diaries sche has left and her wonderful gift of writing, and your

actıyıtıes at the Families Forum, the simple an human VOU
CONVEYV, and your Ir  ’ quite an believing personality.

1ga. orag, ultura Educatıon coordinator, (svanım Hıgh School,
20th October 2004 In letter to Ayelet ahak,

member of the Famılıes Oorum

ı1laren Arec regrettably immersed In the Israelı-Palestinian conflıct.
They dICc victims, but also, adults and CVEN VOUN£CT, they
the soldiers. undreds of CNA1laren of both sıdes ave paıd wıth theır lıves
In recent Others wWeiTIE injJured, and INan y AdiIc traumatızed by the
events
The of combat combiıined wıth the demise of the slo PTOCCSS has
created generation of disıllusiıoned and 1  ene youth Both socletlies
stigmatıze the other, nNnOoTt allowıing chılaren realıze that both sıdes share

COININON humanıty The UTrSCHNCY and the sever1ty of the sıtuation 1Ss
clear an yONC who visıts srael1 and Palestinian chools VIEeEWS Arec
ILNOTEC adıcal and opposıiıtiona than CVCT, wıth less owledge of the CIr-
Cumstances of the conflıict.

rımary ObjJectives, Priorities and Strateglies
The Parents Circle Famlilıies orum (»the Familıies Forum«) 1S un1ıque
grassroots organızatıon, whose DOWCIS stem from the combined work of
ıts members, LNOTC than 500 bereaved Palestinians and Israelıs, whose
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I1ves WeTC struck by tragedy because of the ongomng conflıct. The amı-
lies orum 15 practicıng equal partnersh1ıp between the srael1 and Pal-
estin1an groOupS, the latter headed Dy Dr de]l Mısk Boaz Kıtain, the
former headmaster of the Neve halom-  ahat e] alam school, un1que
Arab-Jewish primary school, 1S the General Manager of the Famıilies FO-
[Um
Our experience u that both srael|1 and Palestinian youth and
adults TAaW hope and strength from the un1ıque storl1es of ()UT members.
The Famılıes Oorum a1ms guar the mMoOst basıc right of all children
the right ıfe The Famıilies Forum’s educatıonal PTO£Tam (»the Pro-
oram«) allows you: fo reflect theır personal cholices and consıder
the tragıc CONSCQUCNCECS of violence both sıdes.
Involvıng INOTEC than Palestinian and srael1 ChAılaren durıng 2004
In INOTE than 8’70 ındıvıdual meetings, the Program a1ms fo SCTVEC 4s the
framework for natıon-wıde reconcılıatıon PrFrOgTram for all the CAN1IaAren of
the L[WO soclıleties. The Famıiılıes Orum present 1eW of the conflıict that
1S essential to srael1 and Palestiniıan CN1ılaren eIr need to earn about
the umanıty of the other sıde the conflıict 15 nOTt catered by the Current
srael1 Palestinian educatıonal authorities.
The Program alms at integration wıth the partiıcıpatıng schools’ Curricu-
lum In Man y schools, the chıladaren 11] meet wıth member of the
Famıiılıes Orum only after several actıvıties regardıng the conflıct ave
already taken place The first meeting ea| second encounter,
wıth [WO members of the organızatıon, ONe Palestinian and OTMNC sraelı
Durıng the fırst meeting, c<hort fılm 1S eing shown (» Tears of Peace«,
avaılable also the Families Forum’s websıte: www..theparentscircle.org),
1C depicts the storl1es of [WO athers who Oost theır SONS, Israelı and

Palestinjnn. The fılm ends ıth the emotionally charged image of the
bereaved athers hugging The fılm has been especılally prepare: for the
educatıonal actıvıtles of the PFECC., and has PDTOVCN extremely effectıve ın
putting human face the other sıde the conflıet. Following the
screening the members of the Famılıes Oorum conduct ODCN talk wıth
the chıladren about hıs her personal STOFY in relatıon tO the conflıiect. The
talk 1S almed at etting the chıladren CADICSS theır emot1ons, ventilating
theır d}  > fear and frustration, but allowıng them to VIeEW the complex
realıties of both sıdes to the conflıiet.
The chıladren face the dıifficult questions of FEVENSC, but also the eed fo
understand the posıtion of the »ENCMY«, the other sıde. The member of
the Famılıies Orum allows the cCN1ılaren to 1eW conflıict In INOTEC r_
tional 1g The of bereaved member of soclety allows the
chıldren fo the full implicatiıons of theır belıefs and oughts.
The co-operation between Israelıs and Palestinjans allows the Famıiılıes
orum approac each indıvıdual class wıth sensitiviıty towards the
chıldren needs. For example, al srael; school ın Natanıa, CIty that
has SCETM Man Yy sulc1de ombings, gir] who partiıcıpated In a meeting
ıth srael1ı and Palestinian member of the Famıiılıes Forum, as aske:
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the Israelı member, how he dares COME ıth hım Palestinian, d ONE
of her closest riends died recently In attack..Khaled, the Palestinian
member present at the lecture, has spoken the girl, pomting that he
eels he Cal understand her better than mMost Israelıs, as he has ost [tWO of
hıs brothers, and he OO feels frustrated and an Man y times. Hıs hon-
est and clear calmed the gırl] and lowed CVEIYVONC present
fee] empathy for all the victims of the conflıct.
The Program reflects attention the needs of Palestinian and srael]1
chılaren ASs PCTSONS. the actıvıtles dıffer wıth dıfferent agC ZTOUDS, dıffer-
ent 0Ca settings and ca for the specıal needs of each nationalıty. The
Famılıes Forum 1s not ocused single sSseCcCior of the sraelı soclety,
but reflects ıts dıversıty, wıth actıvities held before Druze, Bedouins,
Relıig1i0us Jews, ell a4as Christians and oslem ra Wıth regar to
the Palestinian soclety, recent events allow the Famılıes Forum to gaın
ACCCcSssS controlled by the Palestinian Authority, Joınıing the S12-
nıfıcant actıvıtles already takıng place in the ast Jerusalem reg10n.
By inıtlatiıng the project at the meeting wıth member of The Famılıes
Forum, organızatıon of victims from both sıdes, the students dIiIc

couraged break the present dıchotomy paradızm according 4C
each sıde monopolıses ıts suffering and acknowledges only ıts OW) VIC-
ımhood In conference the soc1al and psychological factors In the
Palestinıian srael]I conflıct held In 2002, Prof. abı Salomon, noted that
the dangers of monopolısıng victimhood Call be prevented Dy generatıng
empathy. Durıng the SaIinec convention, Prof. Arıe Nadler has offered the
»mutual recognıtion of palın« ASs the tool prevent the adverse ffects
the of sıngularly of theır OW) victimhood has both socıletles.
Such mutualıty 15 ONC of the goals of the project
The Program protec and enhances the treedom of speech ell as the
reedom of thought of all children involved, by allowıng them to CAPDICS
theır VIEWS in free and supportıve atmosphere. Such freedoms AIiIc ften
missıng from the sraelı and Palestinian educatıiıonal SyStems. The Pro-
gram allows chıladren to ask the moOost dıfficult questions, and CXpPTreSss
theır deepest emotlıons and to 1alogue ıth representatıves of the other
sıde. The traınıng allows the Program sta to handle these roug eCINO-

t10ns, promoting ratıonal thınkıng and S1VvIng hope the chılaren In thıs
respect, the cCNAilaren AiIc treated for hat they aAre hıldren, and nNnOLt
adults All VIEWS are ear‘ wıth respect, o1ving the chılaren theır ng
dıgnıty and allowıng them 18 g1ve such rıgh to chıldren of the other sıde.
The maın dea behind the educatıonal work of the Famıiılıes Forum 15 that
allowıng you LO chare the personal OSS of the members of the organı-
zatıon creates deep emotıonal experlence. The Program 15 aımed at
allowıng the cChılaren tOo realıze that the paın and suffering caused by be-
reavemen! 1S sımılar experience for Palestinians and Israelıs alı The
actıvıty o€es nNOTL a1m change the polıtical perception of the children,
but to OW them to humanıze the other sıde to the conflıct. typıcal
wriıtten ee  D followıng meeting that INanı y cChılaren Oßr
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nıze that the actıvıty allowed them to acquıre 11Cc perspective the
conflıct and the other sıde. The shared paın and of grieving allows
the youth tO realıze that both sıdes must seek solution, that the CON-

tinuatıon of the cycle of violence must nNnOTt continue.
The un1ıqueness of the Famılies Forum educatıonal actıvıtles Stems from
the credıbilıty bereaved famılıes’ hold in the hearts and mınds of both
Palestinian and srael1 you: Both languages reflect thıs unıque place.
The word »Shakool« ın Hebrew signifies those who ave lost member
of theıir famılıes due the War and conflıct, whıiıle the word »Shahıd« in
Arabıc, signıfies, In the Palestinian soclety, pCrson who died in the
struggle ıth Israel
Cynıcısm and ack of hope, 1C are ften the MoOst COTMMNMONMN respONSCS
of Israelı and Palestinian you fo the conflıct and theır personal futures,
Can be changed by the of member of the Famılıes orum The
abılıty provıde hope 15 the mMoOst effective tool of the Famılıes Oorum
educatıional actıvıtles. It STteM.: from the mMoOst approprliate and practical
grounds the bonds between the Palestinian and srael1ı members of the
organızatıon.

Partnership and 0Ca Partiıcıpation
The Famılıes Forum 1S currently operatıng the 0Ca eve wıth e_
sentatıves of the Israelı and Palestinian educatıonal SyStems. As the
sıtuation allows, a1m achileve wıder recogniıtion for the ımportance
of the Program and ıts enelts for the cNılaren involved. One of the
maın goals of the Famılıes orum 15 the incorporation of <sımılar content
and methods in future officıal
TIhe Program 15 the result of INanı hours of Jomt plannıng by the schools’
representatıves; The Famıiılıes Forum ınvolves the educatıonal staff ıIn the
school, assıstıng them in the preparatıon DTFOCCSS eadıng tO the actual
actıvıties, thereby creating effective partnershıp wıth srael1ı and Pal-
estinı1an chools The Famılıes orum 1s constantly sharıng ıts owledge
wıth the chools involved, allowıng al] involved benefit from anı y 1M-
provements.
An addıtional project stemmıng from the educatıonal actıvıties of the
Famılıes Orum, advocacy booklet about the children who ost theır
ıfe because of the conflıct, 1S partnersh1ıp wıth the international organı-
zatıon or Vısıon. Thıs proJject intends {oO develop CONCcepts of TL
buildıng and non-vıolence and emphasıze OUTr chared humanıty. It a1ms
er MCSSaLc of hope Palestinian and srael1 children that theır

communıitıies respect theır rg for safe, SCCUTEC and healthy envıron-
ment
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Evaluatıon, Research and Development
FEach actıvıty ends ıth the children fıllıng anı eedbaCc
form The forms Aare eing sed tO evaluate the effectiveness of the a_

t1VIty, 4S ell as the ındıvıdual members of the Famıiılies Oorum involved
ıIn the actıviıtles.
The Famıilıies Oorum you educational actıvıtles Aare ocused |9) 00
moting long term changes In both the srael1 and Palestinian socletles.
Given the complexıty of the Israelı-Palestinian conilıct, quick, imme-
dıate solution has yet fOo be OUuUnNn:! However, the thousands of written
eedbacCc forms anonymously fılled Dy the children who partiıcıpate In
the Program suggest angıble impact 1S achleved.
The Famıiılıes Oorum 15 constantly evaluatıng and developing the Pro-
gTram, wıth the a1d of eadıng professionals such as Prof. Samı wan of
Bethlehem University and Prof. Dan ar-On of Ben-Gurıion Universıity,
both eXperts educatıon for The Famılıes orum operates
extensive traınıng Program for the STa of the rogram, all bereaved
famılıes. The Program 15 co-managed by Khaled Abu-Awwad and Boaz
Kıtain, the General anager of the Famılıes orum

aptabılı and Replication
The Program has een acknowledged by Man Y for ıts groundbreakıng
achı1evements wıth extensive reports covering the actıvıtles eing Dub-
lıshed throughout the WOT. The Famıilies Oorum has een approached
Dy NGOs, researchers and indıvıduals, askıng for advıce and
inspıration. The rogram 1S offerıng Ne WaYy of dealing wıth the chıl-
dren’s dıfficult past, both indıviıidual and natıonal eve The Pro-
gram ’s method of operatıon 1S rarely sed In the 1ddle ast and the
Famıiılıes orum welcomes allıy INquIiry and dedicates INan hours to the
dıstrıbution of Its knowledge
The Program 1S operatıng In the complex condıtions of the Israelı-Pales-
tinıan coni{lıct, but ıts MCSSaALC of hope, tolerance and reconcılıatıon has
the potentıal tOo benefit Man Y other chAıladaren who suffer from nfringe-
mMents of theır basıc freedoms of speech and thought. Members of other
socleties such bereaved famılıes, ex-soldiers and others, who en]oy
un1ıque credibility Can benefit the you of theır respective socletles by
provıdıng them wıth opportunıty to In dialogue 1SSUeSs
16 ATlC nNOoTt talked about

Present and Future Challenges
The Famılies Forum’s educatıonal actıvıties aAare intimate affaır they
relate strongly to the indıvıdual abılıties of the members who dIie partıc1-
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patıng in the Program and eadıng the actıvitlies. ese members arec

trusted wiıth the difficult task of creating emotional breakthrough.
ıle the abılıty to create long astıng change by such program 15
limited, the ffects of the emotional breakthrough aArc NO be taken
lıghtly recent letter sent by sraelı teacher after ser1es of actıvıties
by the Families orum ın hıs school noted that y»ıt that
that the educators ATrCc ryıng hard CONVCY during three of teach-
ing WeTC reaching theır targets in hour half, and feelıng of
change has een felt by the students«.
The Famıilies orum UucCcCCEeSS5 also depends both internal and external
factors: internally, the organızatıon 15 ogradually introducing INOTC proö-
fess1ional approach to ıts activities, in order sunt the ambitious goals of
ıts educational actıviıtles. On the other hand, the recent changes 1S artı-
cle 1S wriıtten during January in the political landscape ın both
Israel and the Palestinian Authorıty sign1ıficantly a1d the Famıilıes
Forum’s work. The changes iın the polıtical field Are echoed by change
ın the CONSECNSUS In both socletles. Such change allows actıvities PDIO-
moting the eed for reconcıliation be rece1ved wıth significantly INOTEC

enthus1asm. Still, the demise of the slo PrOCCSS has though uS,
changes such as those takıng place in recent months Can Just 4S easıly be
reversed. In order tOo promote popular support for reconcılıatiıon ProC-
C5S5S, the Famıiılıes Oorum should learn how use these polıtical changes

ıts benefit, but also how to work ın times when hope 1S SCAIce

Ofer Shinar ist Research Advısor des Parents Circle Famılıes Forum Bereaved
Famıiıhies Supporting Peace, Reconcilıation and Tolerance.


